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In Western Europe it is hard for us to imagine the dynamic 

church life and efficient organisation that exist in the 

churches in Korea. The effects of the revival that gave birth 

to these churches are still clearly visible. Faithfulness to the 

God’s Word is the highest priority, but there is also a real 

commitment to daily prayer and zeal for God’s service on 

the part of the community as a whole. Their country has 

known a great deal of suffering through war and the 

execution of the early Christian martyrs. The division of their 

country into North and South continues to be a real source 

of pain for Korean families. Their ways of doing things can 

surprise us, but there can be no doubt that the Lord has 

richly blessed this people. 

When we see the living church in Korea, maybe we feel we 

would like to see the Lord act in the same way in France … 

but might we not be a little afraid ? 

The Protestant Churches in Korea have a missionary project 

for the future throughout the world. The Gospel came to 

Korea from the east ; from its initial starting point in Israël 

it spread through Europe and North America, and so on to 

Korea. Now the Gospel is spreading from Korea to the 

west, to China and other countries of Asia, through the 

Middle East back to its starting point. The Korean chur-

ches want to encourage other countries to join in their 

vision for the evangelisation of the world. 

In French-speaking Europe, their project can seem much 

too great a challenge, even idealistic to some people. Ho-

wever, the Korean churches can be a real encouragement 

in showing us what the Lord can do, if we believe and if 

we commit ourselves wholly to the teaching of God’s 

word, prayer and action. 

 

Paul WELLS 

Dean of Faculty  

and Professor of systematic Theology   
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Donald COBB -  Professor of New Testament 

In March he taught classes in Marseille on « Salvation in the life of the believer » for FOR-

MAPRE, a programme for church leaders. In April he is to give several hours of classes at 

Emmaüs, a Biblical Institute in Switzerland, on « Salvation in history and our lives ». 

Michel JOHNER - Professor of Ethics 

went to Holland with Kim Tran in Novem-

ber, to meet our Dutch partners. In Janua-

ry he gave a lecture in Paris (in the 

« Etudes  et Recherches d’Auteuil » pro-

gramme) on « The Protestant Reformation 

and the Economy : a new look at work, 

money and wealth ». Other lecturers inclu-

ded Pierre Joxe who spoke on Protestants 

and the State and André Encrevé who 

spoke on Protestants and works. In March 

he spoke at a Pastors’ Conference in Aix 

on the theme « Biblical and pastoral ap-

proaches to marriage today ». 

Paul WELLS 

Since the beginning of the academic year, Paul Wells has continued to give lectures for the Calvin year in a number of churches in Mulhouse, 

Toulouse, Gardanne, St-Paul-Trois-Châteaux, Alès and the Sèvres Centre in Paris. In Anduze he gave a conference on the unity of the church in 

John 17 in November, and in January he preached during the week of unity for the Alliance Evangélique. At the end of January he spoke at a 

Pastors’ Conference in the north of Spain, and in February he gave a series of lectures and sermons at Chongshin University in Korea. In April 

he gave the Richard B. Gaffin lecture at Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia, on the subject « The lasting significance of Ernst Troeltsch’s Criti-

cal Moment » and a lecture on Cavlin and Union with Christ at Covenant Seminary in St Louis, Missouri. 

 

 

Yannick IMBERT -  Professor of Apologetics 

Yannick Imbert represented the Faculté for the 

first time at « Protestants en Fête », a gathering 

of French Protestants in Strasbourg organised by 

the FPF (Federation of French Protestants). He 

and Kim Tran, the Faculté director, met up with 

the leaders of other organisations, such as the 

Alliance biblique française, and with some of the 

important figures in French Protestantism, for 

example the President of the Protestant Institute 

of Theology. This event was a good opportunity 

for the Faculté to make itself further known. 

In November they also manned the Faculté 

stand at the Centre Evangélique d’Information et 

d’Action at Lognes, in the Paris area, an annual 

forum drawing together professionals from the 

media and evangelical organisations in France, 

Switzerland and Belgium. They spoke about the 

Faculté and renewed contacts with people in the 

evangelical world.   

Pierrre BERTHOUD 

continues to be very active in his 

retirement. In January he spoke 

at the Pastors’ Conference in the 

South-West of France on the 

subject « Post-modern man in 

search of meaning, the solution 

to the cultural mandate ». He 

represented the Faculté at a 

meeting of the CNEF (Conseil 

National des Evangéliques de 

France, a new federation of 

evangelicals), whose constitutive 

assembly will take place on 15 

June 2010. In February he gave 8 

hours of teaching on the Penta-

teuch in Toulouse for FORMA-

PRE, the programme for church 

leaders. 



     

God has 

led me 

into a 

number 

of diffe-

r e n t 

m i n i s -

t r i e s 

since he 

c a l l e d 

me to 

his service. I was working in a milita-

ry laborarory when I became 

convinced that what I was doing as 

an engineer and sharing the gospel 

with my colleagues was God’s pro-

ject for me. Though I was very hap-

py to serve Him in my company, 

God guided me into the pastoral 

ministry. Since I became a pastor, 

God has showed me several things I 

can do for the Kingdom of God. 

 

1) Traditionally the pastoral ministry 

reaches the people who come to 

church. My work, however, consists 

in working with Christians who are 

not in full-time ministry, listening to 

them and advising them how to be 

witnesses in their professional life, 

in offices or factories, like I used to 

be. The Christian life, of course, is 

not limited to the church ; it is very 

important that Christians should be 

salt and light in their workplace. In 

every aspect of their lives they 

should be witnesses to the Lord and 

they need their pastor to help and 

exhort them to do that. This was my 

first ministry, for 20 years, in a com-

pany called E-land. The church in 

Korea has a real zeal for evangeli-

sing the world. The traditional stra-

tegy, church-planting, has its limits, 

in any country in the world, so a 

new way of evangelising is nee-

ded. Business as Mission (BAM) is 

just that. Missions can be carried 

out within businesses, large or 

small, and this is already happening 

in countries which are in need of 

economic development. Our teams 

of BAM pastors working in compa-

nies are working to find the best 

way of evangelising in the workpla-

ce. 

2) For the last ten years I have also 

been involved in a house church. A 

church needs a building where 

Christians can meet for their servi-

ces. Pastors often think a building is 

indispensible for the life of the 

church so they daren’t found new 

churches because today it costs too 

much to put up a building. Howe-

ver, the building is not, strictly spea-

king, the Church itself. The Bible 

tells us that the Church began in a 

house (I Cor.16.19). I began a 

Church in my house with two other 

families. Now, we meet in three dif-

ferent houses, because of lack of 

space. Although our Church is still 

small in number, I find it beautiful. I 

would like to see more and more 

homes open for church services, as 

the Church grows, rather than ren-

ting or buying premises for the 

Church. 

3) Over the past few years I have 

taught in a Theological Seminary in 

Korea, but I have never taught tradi-

tional theological courses. I  teach 

on themes such as « Theology and 

everyday life », and « Ministry in the 

workplace », themes that seemed 

new to everyone. The Christian faith 

is essentially practical and must 

show through in our daily life. Ho-

wever, lots of Christians put their 

faith into practice only in the church 

and live as non-believers in the 

world, simply because they don’t 

know how to behave in present so-

ciety and their jobs. All of our life is 

under the God’s sovereignty: our 

job is to discern the will of God in 

all the aspects of our daily life, and 

follow it. The pastor’s job therefore 

is to direct Christians to the right 

path, advise and encourage them. 

4) Missions to French-speaking 

countries have been little develop-

ped by the Korean churches for the 

simple reason that there are few 

missionaries who can speak French, 

or who would like to learn French. I 

would like to see Korean churches 

getting involved in missions in 

French-speaking countries and I 

would like to be a link between Ko-

rea and France, so now I understand 

why I am here and why I have wan-

ted to learn French so much. God 

has been guiding me for this task. 

5) Another mission I would like to 

get involved in concerns retired 

people. Today life expectancy is 

increasing, especially in developed 

countries, and people have been 

retiring younger, so people have 

more years in retirement. I think it is 

important to prepare for retirement. 

In contemporary Korean society 

people only take measures for the 

financial aspects of retirement, but 

it’s the church’s job to help people 

prepare for retirement on the theo-

logical and practical levels. You can 

be active for the kingdom of God 

even after retirement. So, as I pre-

pare my own retirement, I am going 

to help Christians to prepare theirs, 

seeing it as an opportunity for mi-

nistry.  

 

 

Monsieur BANG Sun Ki 

Post-doctorate student at the     

Faculté Libre de théologie Réformée 

Head of the Chaplaincy Service in 

E-Land, a Korean company 

« Working throughout the world for the Kingdom of God » 
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In life we sometimes find ourselves 

in totally unexpected circumstances, 

even though we know that every-

thing is in the hands of the Lord ! I 

became involved in the work for the 

Korean Christian community – now 

known as the Korean Church in Pro-

vence – in September 2008 when 

Pastor Kim, who is doing his docto-

rate in our Faculté, moved away 

from the area with his family. 

The Church doesn’t have a building 

of its own ; it is simply a group of 

people who meet for a service in 

Korean twice a month to worship 

together according to their com-

mon faith. 

This community began several years 

ago, in 2003, when I was still a Mas-

ters student in Philopsophy in my 

own country. The number of people 

attending varies between 20 and 40 

people, including children. There 

are housewives, students on ex-

change programmes who are stu-

dying French literature in Korea, 

students from the School of Fine 

Arts, a student finishing her Masters 

in Music, three married doctoral 

students in Law, an Art student, a 

Doctor in French literature, a medi-

cal doctor and a choir leader. There 

are also several people who have 

come on 5-year contracts to work 

for ITER (the International Thermo-

nuclear Experimental Reactor) at 

Cadarache (a few miles from Aix) 

and one man who is on a one-year 

contract with Eurocopter. The mem-

bers of our church live in Aix, Mar-

seille or Manosque. 

In Korea, people usually have lots of 

responsibilities in the Church. For 

example (on the principle of 

« everyone is a missionary ») each 

believer is responsible for bringing 

more and more people to God ; 

some pastors even keep tally of 

who has brought the most people 

to the church in one year. Others 

organise marathons to read the 

Bible a hundred times. When so-

meone has read the Bible all the 

way through, he tells the pastor, 

who adds their name to the list of 

believers having already accom-

plished this feat. Emulation and 

competition are the motivating 

factors. Everyone’s free time is 

well occupied with prayer groups, 

reading groups, women’s mee-

tings, children’s meetings and 

choir practice. 

Here the situation is rather diffe-

rent. We have a service twice a 

month, and on the other Sundays 

some people go to French chur-

ches, or to the English-speaking 

church. It is a good thing to go to 

the other services, because it allows 

us to understand different churches 

and different cultures. I hope the 

presence of Koreans is an encoura-

gement to other Christians. 

So what is my function ? Am I an 

exegete, someone seeking to teach 

the wisdom of the past, the keeper 

of a church which is crumbling 

around us more and more? Has it 

become a culturally marginal  activi-

ty to speak about God? Are our 

fears unfounded? These questions 

preoccupy theological students, and 

they humbly try to provide some 

answers. One way I like to answer 

this kind of question is that knowing 

God gives us a better understan-

ding of today’s world. That is what I 

be-

lieve, and that is my motivation for 

my life and ministry. 

Studying theology enables me to 

think more deeply and more clearly 

about modern society in the light of 

the Bible, but also to understand 

the writings of Roman Catholicism 

and the historical church better. We 

need to help the men and women 

of our day to relate all the various 

aspects of their life (intellectual, 

social, spiritual, economic, moral, 

artistic) to God. That is what I am 

trying to do, but I am still learning. 

One of the things I pray for most 

earnestly is that this church may 

contine to exist, even if it has no 

pastor. Please pray for us. 

In conclusion I would like to thank 

the Faculté and the ACEF (the asso-

ciation that own the premises) for 

their kindness in allowing us to use 

the chapel.  

A prisoner for Jesus Christ,  

 

PARK Sung Hyung 

Korean Student in the Bachelor’s 

Programme 

The Korean Church in Provence 

« The Church doesn’t have a 

building of its own ; it is 

simply a group of people » 
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Aix-en-Provence : a missionary bridge between Africa and Asia 

non-believers in their own idiom. 

Before coming to France I hardly knew 

anything about the spiritual state of the 

country. Since I started working here God 

has shown me what the spiritual situa-

tion actually is, how needy this country is, 

and how few Christian there are. So I 

pray ! Every evening in the Chapel  I pray 

for the FLTR, for the evangelisation of 

France and of French-speaking countries 

throughout the world. If we were to 

evangelise France we could also reach 

the 22 French–speaking countries in Afri-

ca because France has a lot of influence 

in Africa in politics, economics, culture 

and education. It seems to me that Fran-

ce must become a strategic bridgehead 

for the Gospel to be spread throughout 

the French-speaking world. 

In the summer of 2009 our faithful hea-

venly Father granted some of the re-

quests I had been praying for over the 

last three years. I wrote to the Church of 

Salt and Light in Seoul, asking them for 

financial support for the FLTR. They deci-

ded to give a special gift to the FLTR for 

three years and to support me as a mis-

sionary in the French-speaking world. I 

was given the responsiblity of overseeing 

a special scholarship that was set up by a 

Korean church in Seoul to train good 

pastors at the FLTR for missions in the 

French-speaking world. Last summer I 

I am a missionary from Seoul in South Korea 

with a call to the French-speaking world. I 

am also a doctoral student at the FLTR. Af-

ter finishing my degree at the University of 

Chongshin in Seoul, I wanted to continue 

my theological studies on a higher level in 

Europe. Most Korean students chose to 

study in English-speaking countries, but I  

prefered to come to Europe because that is 

where the Reformation took place and also 

because the Protestant Church in Europe is 

at the root of the Reformed tradition. On 

the advice of a Korean professor I decided 

to study at the FLTR in Aix-en-Provence 

because its theology follows the Bible faith-

fully and because 

it has the same 

Reformed tradi-

tion as the Pres-

byterian Church in 

Korea. I am prepa-

ring a doctoral 

thesis in Apologe-

tics and Philoso-

phy on Friedrich 

Nietzsche as I am 

interested in lear-

ning how to coun-

ter anti-Christian 

thought in the 

post-modern age, 

how to spread the 

Gospel effectively 

and evangelise 

contacted several mis-

sionairies who have 

already worked in Afri-

ca and also found two 

prospective students, 

one from Burkina Faso 

and one from Haïti. 

Both of these students 

are now studying at 

the FLTR on scholarships that cover their 

tuition fees and their living expenses. 

In the seminary I lead two prayer mee-

tings per week to help the students pre-

pare for their ministries in prayer. We 

pray regularly for the FLTR, revival in 

French-speaking churches and the evan-

gelism in the French-speaking world. 

 

YI Sung Hee 

Missionary and Doctoral Student from 

Korea 
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